Service Industry News

February 15, 2006

Some Pramtical Advice
On Startup Techniques

Jana Auringer writes the “Dear Pool Lady” col-
umn that appears in the Independent Pool & Spa
Service Association’s Dallas Chapter newsletter
each month.

‘Last summer, she wrote about pool startups and
offered advice that we thought was well worth :
passing along to our readership. Some of her ad--

vice differs from other methods described in. an

that works best for themselves and their pools.
On to Auringer’s advice:
-Each pool is unique — no two are the same in
flow rate or equipment— even the plumbing. Each
water municipality is different — they have stan-

dards to achieve, but the water is never exactly -

the same from day to day:

So it is next to impossible to have universal
startup instructions! However, if you learn to read
the results of water testing, you.can prevude a suc-

cessful startup sethce to homeowners and buﬂd—

ers.

Auringer’s 11-step process for a tradltlenal
startup begins with an admonition to test- the wa-
ter prior to adding anything to the pool. Then, it's
on to the steps:

the gallona:

__pool.
accompanying article, but this points out the fact
the professionals need to find a method of startup

1) Make sure the pool is circulating. Calcuiate» :

to advise to adjust the pH to 7.2 over the next few

‘weeks.

Each pool will balance differently. You must take
your readings each visit to determine when the
pool is beginning to fall into range. The final water
balance you leave the homeowner with -should
reflect the type of sanitizer that Wlll be used in the

Trichlor tablet feeders. should have a Io wer cya-

~ nuric acid level (30-40 ppm) and a higher total al-

kalinity level (100-120 ppm). Salt generated pools
should have a high cyanuric acid level (60-80 ppm)
and a lower total alkalinity (80-100 ppm).
Auringer follows up her 11 steps with a series
of “Do Nots,” which include:
.» Do notadd salt for 30 days. OK, Pl go 2 weeks
:f you can monitor the pH very closely.
-+ Do not think that a startup can be done with

one, two or three visits*

~ » Do not use a wheeled vacuum head on a

- freshly plastered pool. o I

. * Do not install a pool cleaner. for 2.3 weeks )
« Do not add a sequestering agent to the pool
with only a few inches of water in the bowl.
« Do not add any chemical without dissolving or
dllutmg first. The stabilizer should be added

through the skimmer and not ‘broadcast into the



= pTest and record e watet readifg e

ness Ievet e
: 7) Brush brush brush*

for the next 4—5 days
"9) Repeat steps"‘ :

whlte brushmg at least’ twrce darly and recordmg‘

test results

,,,,

e

ﬂone pound a day Make sure |t is. dlssotved ina

‘”‘bucket of water priot. o addmg to the ‘pool. Drchlori

is pH. neutral and stabilized — agood choice:
“11) ane the plaster resrdue is gone; backwash

and add more sequestenng agent The pH will rise . B
on'its own. Adjust the total atkahnlty 10.90- 100 " find wntten mstructlons from the, plaster manufac-
-tuirer, the builder; the locat representattve/dlstnbu-

toror call the plaster company. .

but doit. slowly If the -calcium hardness level is

~|ess-than 150 ppm, add only enough calcium in-"
-creaser-to reach 200 ppm. Add stabilizer after. allj_ o
the resndue is gone and the calcrum Jevet is m.,»

) ‘range .
12). Explam to the homeowner fhat the- balanc-\

img of the water will be required twice a-week for -
the next 6 weeks. The. curing of. the- plaster Isgo-’
ing fo constantly drwe the pH up, and scaling will
occur if it is not monltored regularly; Itis also best

- 8 Ad“d\ eguestenng agent If metal readmgsf

8 o"Do" ot add- calcium -chloride (calcium hard-
ness mcreaser) and’ btcarb (alkahnrty up) at the
. same Vvisit without. lowermg the pH first.” -

r conctuded a foltow-up article. wrth more
v s for the- startup professronal
One of the blggest fallacies about -using a-se-

o \'questermg agent is. that if added toa fresh. pool
| - the it will last for months The sequestenng agent
“:';;f'etfectrvely performs its job and'is depleted.rather
---quickly, so lt is always best to replemsh it after 2
,,i_',l._'weeks, :

The’ No 1 cause of starnmg on- fresh ptaster

‘happens after the startup has been completed

" The hOmeowner is convinced the poolis now per-
- -fect and: -only. goes out to check the water c‘hemrs-.
- try ornice aweek. - e

The ptaster is Stl" conng and |s forcmg fhe pH

. up ona darly basrs When you Ieave your startup,
. you must convince. the hOmeowner to test the pool

twice a weék for the’ nexf month to help prevent
i ‘stamlng ThIS is espemally SO |f thereis a salt gen-

erator-on the pool. .
If you are ever ‘unsure about a startup, try to

.Each time you perform a. startup, keep records
of your- readmgs and the amount of chemical ad-

" ditions made each visit. Also, make a note of the
“daily appearance ‘of the pool. If the pool fooks good:
-atthe time youcomptetethe startup, these records _'

and a srgnoff from' the ‘homeowner can- -be your-

;jprotectron from stammg and dlscoloratron thatf

l




